Pelvic examination versus fiberoptic laparoscopy. A fictional study of patient preference in 1,534 women.
A fictional study of patient preference was conducted in 1,534 women who received both laparoscopy and a pelvic examination plus pelvic ultrasonography. The overwhelming majority of women (87%) preferred laparoscopy, with most patients (78%) indicating they would undergo a repeat examination if requested. Hospital occupancy rose 24% while gynecologists' incomes rose 58%. Radiologists' incomes declined 14%. Seven deaths occurring in conjunction with laparoscopy were determined to be statistically insignificant. Based on these findings, it is suggested that the pelvic examination be replaced by routine laparoscopy.